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overall. goals that arc sct by representatives of the workers that they manage:
( Whytc and VVhytc 1991)

Rawls leaves opén the question whether his principlés re best real-.

izéd by some fotm of property-owning democracy or by a liberal sodalist
regime (Rawls [1971] 1999, xv). Rawls” theory does not address the links
between ¢conomic institutions and democtacy and dighity in production
(242) (Taylor 2004b). Moreover, as is well known, ‘Locke postulatcd a
natural right to private pmpeﬁy that has been interpreted as enshrining

the sanctity of corporate, or social, property in rented human labor, in

all democratic liberal capltahst ccmsutunons “with important vaﬂaﬂons

(Tuckness 2008).

Historically, this injustice has been somcwbat mitigated by unions and ™1 ¥
social ‘democratic governments that rccogmze “the importance. of “posi--

tive liberty” or the need for.an equitable distribution of basic goods like

educition, health care, housing, and relatively equal access to property’
and matenal resources for a democracy to work. Ultimatély, however,

‘the wa_ge—labar rclaﬂonsh;p ‘has to be recagmzed a8 inherenﬂv undemo-
cratic and immoral as it'is. (even with worker representatives on Board
of Directors) a direct abrogation of “democratic liberty” or the pnnc:lplc

that all should have influence, relative to the degree to which they are

affected, over the major dcasmns that impact their lives now and in the
future (Ardler 1995) This is because generally most Directors (at leastin
theory) represent shareholders: But shareholders, who can easily change

their portfolio, are: gcncrailv thc least nnpac:tcd rclatwc to Workcrs suppli--

€rs, customers;
The underlylng claim hcrc: is that basmg momhty on sacred or a prion
S principles reverses the‘truc and’ onl\f test of morality, which is whether or
not it engenders human well-being. If we are honest with oursclves, we
evaluate, and sometimes pick and <hoose, among tradmonal religious and
phzlosophlcal pnn&ph,s to arrive ata morality that is rclcvant to the mod-
ern world and to. lnstoncailv evolved social and economic institutions and
not the othér way around. Like Marx “turning Hcgci upmde down,™ it is

time-to turn the basis of morality “upside down” and anchor it'in the real

world of facts and measurable human outcomes.
I'had an opportumty to outline the pr:nc:plcs of a democratic socinl-
ist-constitution more in alignment wi ith economic and poktlcal morality

than thc currently dominant beral demosmtw constltutlons ina 1997

visit to Cuba. In- addmon to -establishing ‘the need for basic human,
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